
BRITISH MOTOR CLUB OF UTAH
NOVEMBER 1988, VOL 1.  ISSUE 4

FUTURE ACTIVITY

l{E'RE AT IT AGAIN. THIS TIME A 'FUN KANA',  This t ime
the act iv i ty is on Sunday, December 4th,  at  12:30PM. l ' le
heard that sorne of  us couldn' t  get  of f  on Saturdays. l . le
wi l l  be meet ing at  the corner of  45th South and 7th Eas! in
the NE corner of  the FC Stangle parking 1ot.  Look for the
siEi ' :  say-:nE Bf lC FUti  KANA. The FUl l  KAi, lA,  a two part-y,  dt ' iver
and observer/naviqator,  act iv i ty promises to be much fun
How about the dr iver bl ind fo lded, whi le the observer te l l ,s
the dr iver how to navigate through a ser ies of  p i lons.  I f
you ever wanted to te l l  someone where to qo -  This is IT.

*********************************+******* l********I******

ACTIVITIES PASl '

THE POKER FUN RUN
I  **************************************** **{*************r :**

l le had fun dur ing the last  run on November 5th.  0n the
f i rst  Saturday in November,  we met at  the smal l  park next to
the South Sal t  Lake Pol ice Stat ion.  Eight of  us showed up
for the Poker Run whiclr  was unbel ievably fun.  l {e went al l
over Sal t  Lake looking for playinq cards for  our poker hand.
l {e c l imbed the water tower at  Trol ley Square,  we searched
the grounds at  the Pioneer l luseum (and couple of  other
places around the Capital .  ) ,  we scoured the Union Paci f ic
Train Stat ion area, and we found our cards.  l le must have
been a s ight,  a l l  of  us in var ious years of  MGs, running
more or less in tandum from one spot to another,  wiJ-J.y
ni11y, th is way and that.  One fel low, wi th a Video Camera
at the Informat ion Center by the Capital ,  got  some of us on
f i lm as we zoomed in,  and proceeded to scour the landscape
for a red coffee can with sealed envelopes in i t .  I  bel ieve
Bi l t  Van Moorhem won the hand af ter  we a1l  congregated at
the Sugar House Park for  a picnic.  Af ter  the picnic,  a
group of  us ta lked over how to take care of  the shock
absorbers.  Again,  ne lucked out.  I t  was beaut i fu l  weather.
Included is an art ic le by Kees Versteeg which gives an
insiders look at  get t ing ready and part ic ipat ing the Poker
Run.

****************** l** t*  ******

A NEI{ DECAL OR PATCH?
a******* i** t  ***********

Duff  Lawson with his 68 MGC-GT couldn' t  malte i t  to the Poker
Fun Run. However. ,  he has. made a represent-at ion of  a
possible patch/decal  for  our c lub.  I  wi l l  br ing i t  wi th me
on December 4th,  I  th in l< i t  I  ooks neat.  Let-s see what you

think.  Do any of  you know who can sew these patehes for
us?. .



** *  *  **  *  **  **  *  *  **  *  *  *  **  **  *  * ' r*  t  *  t  *  *  * ' r  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * l  *  *  *  *

TECHNICAL CORNER
*************************: l*******  **  +********* 1*

A BIT ABOUT SHOCK ABSORBERS

*** l**********: l*********** ********************************r t

This is f rom the Tech Session at  the Park. There is a
smal l  p lug on the top of  the lever act ion shocks on al I
models of  the MG. This can be removed with the appropr iate
trrench. (Please, no adjustables) You may or may not have
much oi l  in the chamber.  To measure the oi l  level ,  you can
usc a sof t  dr in l< straw. This straw can also be used as a
type of  spout to put the oi l  in the chamber.  Two oi ls were
discussed. One to use is Armstronq 0i1 624, which is
sui table for  a l l  levers.  I t  comes in a 500 ML bott le and
can be purchased at  Parts Master.  Another is Del  Ray fork
oi l  and seal  swe}l .  I t  is  non-foaming SAE30 weight.  I t  can
be purchased at  Plaza Cycle

PAINTING I ' IG PRESSED RIMS

After a whi le the r ins on the I tG can look al i t t le rusty.
Scrubbing and using rubbing compound can go only so far .
Kees has found that Ford Granada Si lver matches the si lver
color used on the pressed r ims. Get a spray can and spray
the r im af ter  prepping. Then do the black detai l ing by
hand. Should take about three hours a r im. This is al i t t le
t ime, but the resul ts are worth i t .

************ ********{************** t

CLASSIFIED

: t***  *  t i  ****  *  *  *  *  *  ***  **  *  ****  *  *  *  *******

FOR SALE -:=> Complete except for  the windshield.  A
rebuidable Black 1958 MGA 1500. This is a perfect  l l inter
project .  I t  wi l l  run.  (Hhen you put the qas tank back in)
CaI l  Kees Versteeg at  268 -2450.

ANYBODY ELSE GOT ANYTHING? CLASSIFIEDS ARE FREE - SO FAR



IITHE 
QUEST TO MAKE THAT FINAL RUN''

By Kees Versteeg

I have too many MG's,  and to top Ehat of f  only one of  thern was running
and road wofthy.  Af ter cont inual ly seeing Bi l l  and Jul lers I ' IGA coupe
at our meet ings I  was mot ivated t .o get one of  mine to run this year.  Knowing
that the poker run would probably be the last  out ing for  a few months I  

-

set  my goal  to run the MGA.

Two weeks pr ior  to the poker run we painted the MGA. After thaL i t
seemed l ike I  couldnft  f ind t ime, to put r- t  tcgether.  Final ly i  got  the car
to the point  where I  could get a state inspect j -on.  Then the batt le starged
to get l icense pJ-ates.

when r  bought the car i t  had no t i t le,  i t  was 1ost.  t r rhat  r  d id get
was a bi l l  of  sale f rom the or ig inal  owner,  Bi l l  who sold i t  Lo Merr i l l ,
who sold iE to Mark, who borrowed money against i t  on his gir l f r iends name
and didntt  puy i t  back and she got the car.  She soLd i t  to me, but r  was
so anxious to get gone with my good deal ,  I  d idn' t  get  a bi l l  of  sale f rom
her. .

I  took these bi l1s of sale along with my inspect ion to the Department
of  Motor Vehic les.  The lady said we don' t  have anything on the computer
t .hat  isnf t  registered in the lasL f ive years.  So we cantt  do th is even i f
the sale is from Ehe or iginal  owner. She handed me a ser ial  number ver i f i -
cat ion form and said to go see a guy named Bob at the fairgrounds.

I  cal led the 1ocal  pol ice department who said they would be over in
10-15 minutes, 45 mi.nutes later I  got my seri-a1 number ver i f ied and I  was
headed to the fa i rgrounds.

I  found this guy Bob and he said " I  need a p5-cEure of the car so f  can
te11 how much i t  is worthfr .  I  ran home looking through my daughters room
(also known as Lhe ci ty dump) for the polaroid camera. By Ehis Eime I  started
to get frustrated. I  needed tD get sorne f i ln sc f  r . rent to the Shopko sEore.
I  noEiced the gir l  overcharged me. When I  asked for the refund she said
t t l  cantt  do that here you wi l l  have t .o go' the service countert t .  I  got  out
of there, took my picEures and headed back out Eo see Bob at the fairgrounds.
When I  got there Bob had gone Eo lunch. I  got a l i t t le bi t  crazy and this
sweet l i t t le lady gave me some he1p. She told me i  needed a surety bond
for $1000.00. I  asked i f  I  could f in ish at the Murray off ice and she said,
f ine i f  I  would see Col leen the manager.

I  went to my insurance man who was to be back at  1:00 P.M.,  seems he
had to l - icense a vehicLe and he didnrt  get back unt iL 2:30. He. was also
unfamii iar with the bond and i t  took some t ime to get i t  ready. I  f inal ly
got i t  and headed for the Murray of f ice.  I  asked to see Col leen 'The Manager '
and after wait ing in l ine a whi le l -onger found out I  needed to see Col-1een
the manager in the other divis ion. So Lhen I  wen! to see the other Col leen
and she had just gone on break. But the lady told me thaE I  would need tO
go back and see Col leen #1 and pay the assessment of  taxes. Ss I  went back
and stood in a l ine that  d idntt  move forever,  you know horv that  is I rm sure.



r  got.  the taxes paid and now rtm ready for plates, r ight? -  Hah! Haht
The lady looks through al l  the stuff  and says r thlhere is your biLL of sale
from Christ ine?rr I  have now been at Ehis for s ix hours and f  sai .d " I tLl-
see you tomorrow.r l

I  drove out to Chr ist ine's place in.Draper to make out,  a bi l l  of  sale.
As we f inished I  lucki ly not iced she had goEten marr ied and her name wasnrt ,
the same as t ,he other b111 of sale, so we changed i t .  The t ide was start ing
Lo turn.

The next morning I  went back to DMV. r  got a compretely di f ferent
person and we started al l  over.  "This bi l l  of  sale f rom Christ ine isn' t
notar izedrr ,  I  had vis ions fo dr iv ing back to Draper when yesterdayrs helper
saj-d that I  would be okay. They f inal ly handed rne a set of  l icense plates.
f  heLd on to Ehem t ight ly and raced home at breakneck speed to get them on
the car.  They even f l t .

0n saturday morning I  got  up at  5:30 Co f in ish a few things and was
getEing preLty exci ted.  I ' le were co meet at  10:00 A.M. to start  our run.
I  jumped the car,  i t  has dead batter i 'es, 'and suddenly not, iced I  lost  o i1
pressurer in checking Ehe dipst ick I  couldn' t  te1l  that  I  was f ,uLl-  of  o i l
because the oi1 \^/as so c lean. I  subsequent ly overf i l led the th ing which
later caused concern because the oi l  pan gasket leaked l j .ke crazy al l  day,
but I  d idnt t  know i t  was the gasket.

Just about the Eime I  was ready to leave t .he house one of the carburater.
oveif lows went crazy, and I  spent another twenty minutes stopping leaks.

Final ly we got,  to SouEh Salt  Lake and we started to get some reassurance
that gas & oi l  leaks, overheat ing, and no oi l  pressure just meant that I
owned an MG and "everything is f ine we have to!,  strapstr  (Thanks Bi l l )

l ' l l f l r  t l iat  r  got a push to get,  started and the race was cn. l , rh. , i ,
'  I r l ' r 'n aJl  of  us pul led through the intersect ion ef  T- ,1e - i , ' i  r rare

r r  ,  " ' l i , r rday pedestr ian t raf f jc  garrrk ing aL J*.  
-v.rvU! 

vr  l r \ , - l rv s,
MGArs, and MGBrs, i t ,  has al l  been worth i r .  r  st i l - l  donrt  know why I  have
no oi1 pressure,  i t ts probably the gauge. But I  wontt ,  worry.

At the state capitol  i t .  was funny to see grown people racing around
bui ldrngs, on foot and in cars to f ind the magic envelopes, and my eleven
year oId daughter was real ly glad she could get in the act,  and part i .c ipate.

-  
Our SrouP is growing and as we al l  learn how t,o add our knowledge for

Ehe benef i t  of  everyone iL ls real ly going to get bet, t ,er  and better.

I  hope some of you that haven I  t ,  been able to attend the events wi lL make
an ext,ra effort  to get to our Dece.rnber rneet.

Hope to see you t .here.


